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Greetings Fellow Members  

I hope everyone had a Happy New Year.  

Also, I would like take this opportunity 

to thank the Lodge Officers for working 

diligently on making our New Yearôs 

Eve Party a great success. I am looking 

forward to 2009 and feel it is going to be 

a great year for our lodge.  

Some lodge members have expressed an interest in 

working on various committees. For example; the Beau-

tification Committee, or the Sunday Breakfast Commit-

tee, are just a few great committees, and are in need of 

volunteers. Your ideas and input would be greatly ap-

preciated. 
(Continued on page 2) 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS  
As has been reported over the past year or so, the Lodge is and has been experiencing significant fi-
nancial difficulties due to a number of factors. A special Lodge committee (Save our Lodge Committee) 
established last year has been exploring different options on how to cope with, and overcome, these 
difficulties. We have a facility built some 40 years ago to accommodate the 3,500 membership that ex-
isted at that time. That membership has declined over the years to the current number of about 1,100. 
Along with that decline, the Lodge facilities are in dire need of repair and renovations, the cost of which 
is beyond the Lodgeôs current financial means. Some of the physical deterioration in the facility impacts 
safety and health issues.  With this in mind, the Save our Lodge Committee has determined that the 
only viable option is to place the current facilities up for sale, either in whole or in part. The proceeds 
received from such a sale would then be used to either  (a) purchase property at a different Vallejo lo-
cation for the purpose of relocating the Lodge or (b) if a sale involved a portion of the current site, then 
use the proceeds from that sale to either renovate or replace the existing facilities.  One point that 
must be emphasized is that the Lodge is not  going to be dissolved or closed. The address and physical 
location may change but there will still be a Vallejo Elks 559.  This is why it is imperative that every 
member renew their membership by paying their dues upon receipt of their dues statement.  

In order to proceed with a plan, the Save our Lodge Committee has appointed a sub -committee to ex-
plore and investigate options that the Lodge might have in pursing a potential sale.  The sub -committee 
has done some preliminary work and as a result of a report to the main committee on January 6, 2009, 
the Save our Lodge Committee unanimously voted to recommend the Lodge property be listed for sale. 
In order for this to be done, Grand Lodge Statutes (GLS 12.070) require Lodge approval to allow the 
Trustees to take action listing the Lodge for sale. This notice is to advise all members that a vote 
on this matter will be held at the regular Lodge meeting on February 4, 2009 at 8PM.  All 
members are encouraged to attend.  A majority vote at that meeting will prevail .  It should 
be noted that this action will only authorize listing of the property and not actual sale.  

Any action to actually accept an offer or consummate a sale will also require Lodge approval before 
such action can be finalized. Grand Lodge approval must also be obtained. 
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If  you would like to receive a color-

ized electronic version of  the Lodge 

Bulletin via e-mail instead of  snail 

mail , you may send your request to: 

joggerwalker@comcast.net. 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events: February 

14, 2009 our Lodge will host a Valentine Day Crab 

Feed. This event is usually a sold out event and would 

be a great opportunity for new members to get ac-

quainted with other Lodge members. 

On February 20, 2009, First Lady, Betty Sherrod will 

host the Annual Ladies Day Luncheon which will start 

at 11:00 a.m. We are looking forward to having a great 

time.  

In closing, I would like to encourage you to make a 

decision to be an active member this year. Our Lodge 

needs your support and commitment in order to move 

forward.  One of our greatest opportunities as Elks is 

to make a difference and it can be achieved through 

membership.  

Carl E. Sherrod, Exalted Ruler 

Email address: sherrodcustombuilders@yahoo.com 

Cell #: (510) 812-5307 

Exalted Rulerôs Message (Continued from page 1) 

Another  month gone, Changes  
occurring, Life is good!!!  

As usual, we had a great crew at the Senior Center 
on Christmas Day, serving a full turkey dinner to 
anyone who came. Itõs great seeing all the people 
who get to have a good meal with the fellowship of 
others, who might have been alone and/or hungry 
on Christmas Day. A big thanks to all those who 
helped prepare and serve. 

New Years Eve was a great party. Anytime I get 
Champagne at  midnight, all is good. Thank you 
Joe Padilla for all your hard work to make sure we 
had a party to bring in the new year. It was 
great!! We owe a special THANK YOU to the young 
men who manned our cloakroom. I hope everyone 
tipped them generously as that was all the pay 
they received. I can see changes around here. I often 
find the light in the restroom off.  

I use it and turn it off when I leave,  checking to be 
sure no one is left in the dark. I also check before I 
leave the lodge. We donõt run the heat if the rooms 
arenõt in use. Our PG&E bill is lower 
than I have seen it. We are seeing 
money coming in from the Sports 
Complex guest fee box. Hooray! Letõs 
keep up the good work. 

Marian Wood, Treasurer  

mailto:sherrodcustombuilders@yahoo.com
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As Acting Leading Knight I would like to commend 

Chuck Wood, Sr., Lodge Chaplain, for all the work he has 

done with the Major Project. He diligently counts the 

money from each pig that is turned in, records the names 

of the individuals, and makes sure their names are turned 

in to Fresno, and announces the 52 Club and Century 

Club members in the Lodge Bulletin. He had his second 

Purple Pig Weigh-in, and will be announcing the winners 

in next months bulletin. This is a prime example of what 

Elkdom is all about ð ñbeing charitable to all mankindò. 

Great job Chuck! 

The Elks year is going by fast ð On February 4. 2009 we 

will be having PER Night. For those members who do not 

know what that is about I will explain. The Lodge Past 

Exalted Rulers have a special dinner which they pay for. 

They attend the Lodge Meeting, take place of current  

officers and run the meeting for that night. PERs and 

other lodge members nominate lodge officers for the next 

Elk year. The nominators are chosen by the individuals 

seeking office. On February 18, 2009 the individuals 

nominated will be voted on by the members attending the 

meeting.  

Another important item of business will be conducted on 

February 4. If you have not read the ñNOTICE TO ALL 

MEMBERSò article, please go back to the front page and 

read the article. This will be an important step for our 

lodge. We can move forward to a new beginning, but 

members must work together to make it happen. Vallejo 

Elks Lodge ñ559ò has done it before and we can do it 

again! 

Anna Anderson, PER, Acting Leading Knight  

PER Association President 

The Lodge will be closed every Thursday, starting 

January 1, 2009. There will be an answering ma-

chine for you to leave a message at the following 

phone number: (707) 554-4397. 

 

BAR HOURS 

Monday ð Wednesday: 3:00 PM to 12:00AM 

Friday ð Saturday: 11:00 AM to 12:00 AM 

Sunday: 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

On the 7th & 21st of  
February there will be an 
Elks Training Class at the 

Lodge from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon in the 
Lodge Conference Room. All Lodge  
Officers, and members, are encouraged 
to attend. Please call the 
office if you plan to attend 
one of the sessions. 

This is a great opportunity 
to learn how the Elks Stat-
utes, rules and regulations, and get better 
acquainted with fellow members. 

In remembrance of our  

men and women Soldiers, fighting the war in Iraq.  

Remember them in your thoughts. 

Tom Newton, PER 


